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Tralee Bay Wetlands Centre is conceived and planned by Tralee Town Council as an innovative, 

sustainable and authentic ‘must see’ visitor attraction, developed to the highest international 

standards, aimed at attracting new overseas and domestic tourists to Tralee and the wider 

South-West region. The project, costing €4.5m to develop, is jointly funded by Tralee Town Council 

and Fáilte Ireland under the National Development Plan (2007-13). It is expected to attract up to 

70,000 visitors per annum at peak. 

 

 
The eco-friendly Visitor Centre will also act as an interpretation, orientation and resource centre for 

the natural attractions of North and West Kerry spreading tourism spend to outlying areas. It is also 

hoped that the centre will be used as a base for voluntary groups and organisations involved in 

researching, conserving and highlighting the Tralee Bay ecosystem. 
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850m2 floor area with air volume of 3,600m3, ICF construct from Thermohouse in Killarney. 

 

Roof insulated using Thermohouse 235mm insulated panels providing U 0.15w/m2k 
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Ventilation providing primary Space Heating and heat recovery.    

 

Ducting being installed.  
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Fire damper installed in compartment walls. 

 

 

Nilan VPM560 located in plantroom.  
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3.5m long air beams providing ventilation and extraction in audio room. 

 

3.5m long air beams providing ventilation and extraction in main reception area. 
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Offices, staff rooms, toilets; ventilation and extraction from ceiling mounted air devices.  

 

Plantroom with Buffer storage for backup space heating, DHW cylinder heating via 28KW gas boiler 

and 9m2 Thermal Solar. Variable Speed pumps to each zone controlled by local thermostats. 
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VPM560 provides mechanical ventilation & heat recovery using heat pump technology, its energy is 

obtained from extracted air and uses it to heat up fresh air supply into building.  

If there is plenty of activity within the building (solar gains etc) the VPM560 will have sufficient 

energy to draw upon and if not the Gas boiler will assist by boosting air temperature locally at air 

beams and with thermally well insulated building and air tight adds to efficiency of the system.    

From initially start up at 6am the system just need "kick-start" by circulating hot water around air 

beam for few hours and when staff start to arrive in the building, it’s able to hold its internal temp 

from there on using "active heat recovery".... 

 


